
The Willow Times
What better way to keep our friends and 
neighbors up to date with the Caledonia 
Conservancy than a friendly newsletter!  
Spring has sprung along with the 
crocus and the return of the robins so 
the Conservancy has a lot going on. 
We welcome you to watch the herons 
and ducks in the tall grasses while they 
await the arrival of their chicks. It is 
with your support that people come to 
Caledonia to enjoy nature. 

We are getting ready to trim and clean 
trails so they are ready to welcome our 
School to Nature participants, if you 
are interested in sharing your passion 
for nature with children volunteers are 
always welcome. We will be hosting 
a Bird Walk guided by Rick Fare at 
the Tabor Woods on May 6. This is a 

wonderful opportunity to be 
introduced to Tabor Woods 
if you are not already a fast 
friend of the area. All of our 
properties have remarkable 
features that are constantly 
changing with the seasons.  

We encourage you to come 
and discover the best kept 
secret of Caledonia. But 
please spread the word of 
your experiences and make 
our land the most talked 
about places in Racine 
County. Become a Member of Caledonia 
Conservancy and join us by sending 
your donation in the self-addressed 
envelope found in this newsletter.  

We welcome you to the land Caledonia 
Conservancy has preserved for you!

Penny Griffiths, President
Caledonia Conservancy

The Willow Times newsletter has an 
editor. With a 4-year art degree, artist 
Libby Cameron Erlandsson came to 
Racine to work for Western Publishing 
in 1976. Nine years later she moved to 
Spain for a year of painting. Discovered 
by European aristocracy, Libby has 
been a professional portrait painter 
ever since. Well known for her love of 
animals and Caledonia life, Libby edited 
the newsletter years ago, and chaired 
the preservation committee for over a 
decade. 

Her silliness created cardboard box 
horse costumes for 16 dancers on her 
4th of July parade float which won a 
first prize publicizing the Conservancy. 
Her humor continues to illustrate 
cartoon books for her sister, famous 
creativity author Julia Cameron. 

When Libby is not in a creative frenzy 
painting 8' barn quilts or sculpting 

a 12' tall green rabbit from recycled 
Christmas trees, she enjoys painting 
portraits and farm life with her husband 
Kjell and their two standard poodles. As 
her husband skis and bikes, Libby will 
be seen riding her Morgan (sometimes 
sidesaddle!) on the trails they created to 
share with riding neighbors at Scania 
Lochiel farm.

You can contact her at elcamy@gmail.com 
with comments and ideas.
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The stewardship committee meets the 
first Monday of the month to plan what 
needs to be done on the land and the 
trails for the year. Projects range from 
removing downed trees,  getting rid 
of invasive plants, building bridges, 
helping run the Mane Event trail 
ride, where new trails need to be cut, 
school groups that will come out to do 
community service on our lands, use 
of GPS to make trail maps of all of the 
hiking and riding trails on the CC lands, 
writing grants to help fund invasive 
plant removal, and many other topics. 
The CC now has about 260 acres of land 
that we care for.  All of our land parcels 
have walking and horse trails on them. 
This takes a lot of time and volunteers 
willing to step forward to help keep the 
trails open.

We will be starting our regular trail 
cleaning in April. We meet at 8:45 at Joe 
Bauer’s house, 7216 Foley. We divide up 
into work groups and leave the barn at 
9:00. We work until 11:30 – 12:00. We 
need all of the help we can get! Please 
call or email stewardship chairperson 
Sandy DeWalt at 262-909-4440 or 

sdewalt@wi.rr.com if you want to find 
out more about the land, trails, and how 
you can help. It is a great way to enjoy 
nature and meet other people that are 
passionate about the wonderful places 
we have in Caledonia. Please join us!

Volunteering for CC is Fun!

May  6 ......Bird Walk—Tabor Woods

May 9–18 ...............School to Nature 
at Tabor Woods

May 27 ............... Garlic Mustard Pull  
(invasive plant removal)

June 24...........................Mane Event

Sept 16  ....Annual Supporter Picnic

Sept TBD ..............School to Nature 
at Trout Ponds Prairie

Oct 14 .................Volunteer Cookout

Dec  1 ................ Holiday Fundraiser

2017 Calendar of Events

Masters of the chainsaw: Left to right R.J. Smalkoski, Ryan Smalkoski, Jim Hooten, 
and Jeff Wilkowski 

The lady with the sprayer is Marcia 
Wensing killing buckthorn at 
King’s Corner.  She wrote a grant 
to Southeastern Invasive Species 
Consortium to pay for the chemicals.

Due to the early spring thaw and freeze, 
some of the trails are really muddy and 
get torn up easily.  The stewardship 
committee is going to be putting up 
signs on CC and private land that say 
trails closed to horses on those sections 
that are very muddy.  These will be 
temporary signs until the land dries up 
a little.  Riders also go on private lands 
and landowners are concerned about 
the huge hoof prints along the edges of 
their land.  Please respect the trails and 
only ride where it is fairly hard.  The 
right of way is always a good trail as the 
base is gravel and hard packed.  Even 
that gets torn up in the wet areas, but 
the right of way will always be open.

Horse Trail Conditions
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Scouts Matter at CC

Mane Event – Equestrian Trail Ride 

Land Legacy 

Zach Higgs and two scout friends 
building steps in the Short Road trail 
head.

Join us!   
Our conservation efforts have created 
over 30 miles of the loveliest horse and 
walking trails in the village on over 260 
acres of land we own or manage.

Your help is needed to continue and 
expand these efforts.

Your individual, family, or business 
membership can:

•  Help us maintain lands we already 
own.

•  Enrich our School to Nature program 
with new materials for area students.

•  Help purchase new properties to 
extend trails in fields and woods.

If you have a property to donate or are 
interested in a trail or conservation 
easement, contact Suzi at 262-498-4993.

See page 9 for more information on how 
to join the Caledonia Conservancy.

We would like to thank the following 
Boy Scouts for doing Eagle projects on 
our land: At the Short Road trail head, 
Zach Higgs built two sets of walking 
stairs so hikers could get from the 
low forested land to the right-of-way. 
Dawson Snyder cleaned up the brush all 
around the shed and filled in all of the 
holes in the walls in the lower section 
of the shed; Austin Miller took care 
of the picnic area and built two horse 
ties and one mounting block; David La 
Rosa built a horse/walking bridge, steps 
going up the right of way, and a fence 
to keep horses and hikers from falling 
into a hole along the trail. With the help 
of these Scouts, the Short Road area is 
now completed. 

Jacob Fell built ten 8' sections of 
boardwalk for the Neighborhood 
Central Walk property so people could 
walk the trail without getting their  
feet wet. The neighbors who use the  
land all of the time really appreciate all 
of his work.

Gus Weiss is planning on building 
a kiosk to display new maps and CC 

information for the McCalvy Tabor 
Woods. He is in the midst of fundraising 
for the materials for the kiosk. If you 
would like to help him out, please send 
your donation to the CC with the words 
Eagle Scout in the memo line. He 
would really appreciate your help.

The Mane Event will be held on 
Saturday, June 24 at the Neubauer Farm 
5551 Short Rd. The first ride goes out at 
9:00 and the last ride at 2:00.   

The Mane Event is a scavenger hunt 
on horseback.  Riders follow a marked 
trail and whenever they find a scavenger 
hunt item they take a picture of it.  

When they return from the ride, they 
get a ticket for every item found. 

There will be a lunch served at the farm 
and then people can try their hand at 
riding the obstacle course. They get a 
point for every obstacle completed and 
their ride is also timed. It is fun for 
spectators to watch as every rider and 

every horse will react differently to the 
course.  

Come out and join us at Neubauer’s 
farm, watch beautiful horses, eat good 
food, and make new friends. If you have 
any questions or want to help out at the 
ride, please contact Sandy DeWalt at 
262-909-4440.

In line with our commitment to 
connect people to nature education and 
help build a sustainable community, 
the Conservancy last year developed a 
Site Plan for King’s Corner where 5 Mile 
Road and Hwy 31 cross. The purpose 
is to create family-friendly additions to 
our existing hiking and horse trails such 

as a children’s natural education area.  
We want to teach children about three 
distinct environmental areas on King’s 
Corner: open grassland, a wetland, and 
a developing woods. The Board is now 
working on installing a parking area for 
about 30 cars and for horse trailers as a 
first step.  

The Land Legacy committee contacted 
Caledonia’s Park Commission president 
who supports our project saying the 
Conservancy has land the Village cannot 
afford to buy where its plan calls for a 
park. The project has the full support of 
our village president Bob Bradley.

How Can You Help?
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Through Green Glasses

School to Nature Program

by Libby Cameron 

Baby Caledonia 
The saying of “it takes a village to raise 
a child” is so right. It takes a village 
to successfully conserve our baby- 
the Caledonia area. Like hit or miss 
parenting, we raise an unruly beast 
if there isn’t predictable guidance. 
As an accredited land trust, we have 
guidelines, but following them is an 
active process.

Not a one time “You’re grounded” or 
“Okay you can stay out until 3am this 
time,” but a constant steady framework 
shapes character. The shape our 
conservation efforts take over time 
reflects how well we shepherd our land 
charges, and our vision for their future.

The big picture IS pretty. The look of 
Caledonia is a direct product of our 
involvement. As you drive down the 
village roads, what do you see? Many 
trees? Open vistas? Attractive homes? 
Okay, a choppy gas station here and a 

sad looking storefront there, but we are 
paying attention. What draws people 
to our area? It’s a result of the vision of 
residents and local government.

Caledonia’s convenience could make it 
look like every other subdivided sprawl 
between Milwaukee and Chicago. 
Its uniqueness is in remaining a 
beautiful country haven so close to 
urban centers. Nobody else has a trail 
system like we do, an asset we’re lucky 
to have! Horseman and realtor King 
Ehrlich envisioned a neighborhood of 
riders decades ago. He began to ride 
at age 40 and was soon surrounded 
by friends who enjoyed the same. The 
Ehrlich family’s seeds sprouted the 
countryside we love, and now walkers, 
hikers, and horseback riders enjoy the 
conservancy’s trail system.

Remember my “Dancing Box Horses”? 
They won us a first place in the Racine 
Fourth of July parade! I appreciated 
Jay Benkowski’s idea to use them for 

Conservancy publicity. I’m grateful for 
everyone who works for the good of the 
village from many angles. Your name 
is on that gratitude list any time you 
do something for Caledonia!  We all 
protect the land whenever we support 
conservation-minded people as local 
leaders.

The Caledonia Conservancy’s School 
to Nature (S2N) Program began in 
2010 and invites area 4th and 6th 
grade students to Tabor Woods in the 
spring and the Trout Ponds/Prairie in 
the fall for a two-hour field trip. Since 
the program started, we have had 
almost 7,000 students come out onto 
the Conservancy’s land to learn about 
nature and its importance in our lives. 
We feel that this hands-on approach 
lets students experience the wonders of 
nature rather than just reading about it.

The spring program has area 6th 
graders studying fallen trees using a 
curriculum from the Wisconsin DNR 
called “Life in a Fallen Log.” Our adult 
volunteers take small groups of students 
to one of several selected logs in Tabor 
Woods to study what happens to a tree 
once it dies and falls to the ground. 

Each group is given equipment such 
as tape measures, magnifying glasses, 
field microscopes, etc., to measure 
and closely examine their fallen log. 
In addition, the adult volunteers point 
out the different species of plants and 
animals that inhabit Tabor Woods as 
they complete their field trip. 

The S2N program, thanks to our great 
volunteers, has been a great success 
with area students and teachers. 
We have more schools wanting to 
participate than we can handle. New 
volunteers are welcomed and needed 
to keep this program alive. Volunteers 
are trained and given the necessary 
materials and information to make their 
field trips a true learning experience.  
If you are interested in becoming a 
volunteer, call Jill at: 262-930-2043. 

The S2N Committee:
Jill Baranowski, Chairperson
Sandy DeWalt
Kathy Trentadue
Barb Hugier
Terri Kiriraki
Caudia Busateri

Libby Cameron and her Morgan, Roy-Els 
Faerietale
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Volunteer Snapshot: Rick Fare 

Volunteer Snapshot: Barb Hugier 

1. How long have you volunteered for 
the CC and what do you do for CC?  
I’ve volunteered for CC since the start 
of the “School to Nature” program. 
Probably 6 or 7 yrs., for which I 
volunteer each year. I also lead an 
annual bird walk with CC in May, 
and installed a bluebird trail at Kings 
Corner.

2. What is your favorite thing in life?  
My favorite thing in life is spending time 
outdoors with my wife Sara, usually 
with binos around my neck looking  
for birds. 

3. Do you have any unusual hobbies  
or collections?  Besides bird watching, 
I have participated in dartball for many 
years. I used to spend much time 
ice fishing until my interest in birds 
developed. 

4. Why did you start volunteering 
for CC?   I enjoy volunteering with 
kids in nature programs. I had been 
volunteering with school kids at River 
Bend when CC started their educational 
programs, so I decided to do the same 
with CC. 

5. What is your “spirit animal” or 
symbol?  My spirit or favorite animal 
is the Eastern bluebird. Ever since I 
started to monitor bluebird trails, I 
have developed a close relationship with 
this bird. I feel a special closeness with 
nature when I’m on this project. 

6. What celebrity should star in your 
life movie and why?  The story of my 
life would probably be boring, but after 
watching Leonardo DiCaprio in The 

Revenant, I think he could make it 
exciting. 

7. What job/career did you do longest 
or shortest? 
I was a letter carrier for USPS for 23 
years. 

8. What is your favorite tree, flower, or 
specific place?  My favorite place to bird 
watch in is Colonial Park in Racine. My 
favorite place to visit in Wisconsin is 
Wyalusing Park in Prairie du Chien.

9. What might someone be surprised to 
know about you?  Most people associate 
me with birding. However, when I took 
a birding class in college, I didn’t really 
enjoy it and thought I would never 
become a Bird Nerd like my instructor. 

10. Why do I enjoy volunteering with 
CC? I enjoy working with the dedicated 
group of leaders and volunteers. They 
are so likable, friendly, and fun to be 
around. The programs for the kids are 
excellent. 

1. How long 
have you 
volunteered 
for the CC and 
what do you do 
for CC?  
I believe Jill 
and I figured 
out it was 
2010. I clean 
trails, I am on 

the S2N committee, have volunteered 
for picnics, wine tasting, supervised kids 
putting down chips, and the poker run, 
or whatever Sandy asks me to do.

2. What is your favorite thing in life?  
Still being able to get out of bed in the 
morning and move, then working with 

kids and animals, followed closely by 
crafting.

3. Do you have any unusual hobbies 
or collections?  I have music boxes 
and blown glass, to me those are not 
unusual. Hobbies are: working with 
dogs, gardening, crafting (mostly 
making cards right now), walking in the 
woods, and I started bird watching.

4. Why did you start volunteering  
for CC?   Sandy made me do it. 

5. What is your “spirit animal” or 
symbol?  Dog

6. What celebrity should star in your 
life movie and why?  I have no idea.

7. What job/career did you do longest 
or shortest?  Housewife – longest    
Grocery store clerk – shortest

8. What is your favorite tree, flower, 
or specific place?  Birch Tree. Daisy, 
Trillium and Bloodroot. Wind Point 
Lighthouse, on a bench looking out 
on the lake, or anywhere I can look at 
water.

9. What might someone be surprised to 
know about you?  I lived in Germany for 
4-1/2 years.  I have two children adopted 
from Colombia, S. A.

10. What question should we have 
asked you, and the answer? Or just 
give us a pet peeve...   When people 
complain about something not working 
right, looking right, the way something 
works, but offer no solution or ideas, 
or help to make it better. That kind of 
sounds like politics, but I didn’t mean it 
that way.
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Volunteer Snapshot: Marty Hunt
1. How long 
have you 
volunteered 
for the CC and 
what do you do 
for CC?
I think five 
years.  I do the 
Tabor Woods 

Program as well as the Trout Ponds. 

2. What is your favorite thing in life?  
Getting exercise outdoors.

3. Do you have any unusual hobbies or 
collections?  I draw and do a watercolor 
wash of birds and animals.

4. Why did you start volunteering for 
CC?   I taught for 37 years and always 
loved teaching about natural science 

5. What is your “spirit animal” or 
symbol?  A fox 

6. What celebrity should star in your 
life movie and why?  Reese Witherspoon 
since in her movie Legally Blonde she 
achieves her goals and is never finished. 

7. What job/career did you do longest 
or shortest?  Teaching 

8. What is your favorite tree, flower, or 
specific place?  Ginkgo, Cone Flower, 
Yellow Stone 

9. What might someone be surprised 
to know about you?  That is tough since 
I don’t think anything about me would 
be surprising. I would try to do almost 
anything.

10. What question should we have 
asked you, and the answer? Or just give 
us a pet peeve...  Someone taking up 
two parking spaces or passing you and 
turning at the next block.

Kathryn Made Me Cry In Public!
by Libby Cameron 

We met at the Meadows restaurant, 
famous for locals in bib overalls and 
my personal favorite – the tuna melts. 
I dutifully brought my notepaper and 
camera. I knew about the stunning 
check she had written and what a 
wonderful thing that was for the 
conservation community. I was curious 
about why someone would donate 
$100,000 dollars out of the blue. This 
was not someone who’d been courted 
and asked, this was a shock and a 
sudden surprise gift.

I’d heard of Kathy Scheer, okay I was 
intimidated by her being a professional 
horse trainer, living the competitive  
life on the glitzy Florida horse circuit, 
while training at a Racine home base 
whose indoor arena looked like the 
inside of the Milwaukee Art Museum’s 
Calatrava addition. She didn’t look 
flashy, but a polished and trim 
sophisticate, my curiosity took hold 
and here was my chance to eagerly hear 
more of “the life”!

“This is where Bruno (Diekmann) and I 
had our first meeting about my training 
for him, “ said Kathy. She told me of 

having worked her way 
up to that position. Her 
divorced mother granted 
Kathy’s pleas for riding 
lessons at age 8. “It was  
a choice between the $5  
an hour lessons, or the 
$2.50 lessons. We were  
not well off- she gave me 
the $2.50 lessons, with 
Jean Urry on Highway 
20. Jean and I are still 
friends.”  
I came to know Kathy is 
the sort of loyal person 
who has made and kept friends all along 
the way. One of those friends is Sandy 
DeWalt, with whom she reconnected 
at a Johnson Wax Golden Rondelle 
community event, which led to her 
inspiration to gift the conservancy.

Kathy has lived in Racine since 6th 
grade. Her first horse “green on green 
equals black and blue” as Kathy likes to 
say, was a quarter horse. He wouldn’t 
load into the rental trailer, and Kathy 
couldn’t afford a saddle, so being 
practical and determined, she rode him 
from Highway 20 to Bob and Joanie 

Miller’s place on Highway 31. They 
introduced her to the pony club kids. 
She spoke fondly of the Miller’s being 
so kind to her and giving her many 
opportunities to blossom as a young 
person. 

When I asked about her fondness for the 
area she characterized herself as having 
grown up on Highway 31 in Caledonia. 
A horse-obsessed kid she cleaned stalls, 
gave lessons to other kids, and worked 
for everything. At age 17 Kathy took 
on a weanling foal for her first training 
project. An old cowboy Lowell Ebert 
gave her the first introduction to 

Kathy Scheer and Bruno Diekmann
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Kathryn Made Me Cry In Public! – continued

We Love Our Volunteers!

dressage lessons during a cold winter at 
Millers. Kathy says she “fell in love with 
going sideways.” 

Her path moved forward in varied ways: 
training a Kenosha man’s Arab that was 
afraid to leave the barn, and another 
who attacked people, becoming certified 
as a therapeutic riding teacher at 19, 
traveling to Arizona and teaching at 
an Indian reservation, and to an off-
the-track thoroughbred who cost her 
two years of chiropractor visits. She 
studied dressage, worked Anita Miller’s 
Arabians for 10 years, studied art, 
experienced a 6-year marriage that fell 
apart, and graduated from UWM with a 
four-year-degree in Biological aspects of 
conservation. One day, all those roads 
led to the Meadows, and an ensuing 24 
years of love and horse adventure with 
the German mechanical engineer and 
industrialist named Bruno.  

Bruno passed away in 2015. “Was the 
conservancy gift something you think 

Bruno would have wanted?” I asked. 
“No” Kathy laughed, “it’s me.” She 
went on to say that someone once 
said to Bruno, “Don’t you want to 
give money and see the effect in your 
lifetime?” Bruno said no, he couldn’t 
understand giving to someone who 
hadn’t worked for it. Instead, he decided 
to give substantial bonuses to those who 
worked for him at his Racine Flame 
Spray Company. Kathy said growing 
up he loved his neighbor’s farm in 
Germany and connected with nature 
in that way, but Bruno too, was work 
oriented. His father was killed in the 
war when Bruno was six. He came to 
the USA in 1964 and was a self made 
man, meeting Kathy as he retired and 
was pursuing his dream of breeding and 
showing horses.

Then Kathy said, “So it’s me. I decided I 
wanted to plant some seeds now and see 
it grow in my lifetime.”  That’s the point 
where tears shot into my eyes and I had 

to look down at my plate. I don’t cry 
often, normally I am stoic except when 
it comes to animals. To hear she felt as I 
did about Caledonia, appreciated being 
nurtured by the country environment, 
saw it as a spiritually special place, 
and took action to preserve it, yes that 
moved me tremendously. 

Kathy teared up when speaking of 
Bruno, and said she wants a plaque 
on the trails where they enjoyed a 
beautiful afternoon ride: “Life is not 
about waiting for the storm to pass, it’s 
about learning to dance in the rain”. 
She had plenty of rain in her last years 
of taking care of Bruno when his health 
failed. That is the brutal role of being a 
loyal and devoted caregiver for someone 
you love dearly. I have great admiration 
that Kathy is using those tears to water 
conservation seeds. 

CC volunteers were treated to a recognition lunch hosted by Deb Palmer
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Many Thanks to Our 2016 Sponsors and Supporters, Grant Funders and Matching Gifts!
CC 2016  Sponsors
Mane Event, Holiday 
Fundraiser, Picnic
Accredo Farms
Andis Company
Ayra’s
Borzynski’s Farm and Floral  
 Market
Brentwood Animal Hospital
Bryerlane Pet Resort
Butterbuds
Creating Beautiful Smiles  
 Dentistry
Can’t Fence Time Farm
Culvers
Dale’s Upstairs Gallery
Deb and Ric Palmer
Eric and Jane Schumann
High Quality Contracting
Hitters Baseball LLC
Joe and Donna Weinzatl
Karl and Gina Scheidt  
 Family
Kind Dentistry
Klema Feeds
Maller Peterson, LLC
Maple Hill Enterprises
Midwest Equine Services
Nielson, Madsen and Barber  
 Surveying
Northshore Animal Hospital
Oak Creek Plumbing
Parker Power Equipment
Round-a-bout Bar and Grill
S. Curtis Johnson
SC Johnson
Southport Engineered  
 Systems
Trademark Graphics
Walk Trot N Kanter Farms

CC 2016  Supporters 
Sustaining    $1,000 +
Balch, Prescott
Benkowski, Jay and Carla  
 Freeman
Berg, Greg and Jenny
Buhler, Virginia
DeWalt, William and Sandra
 Helmut, Wolfgang  
 Schumann Foundation
Johnson, Pam
Klein Fund, Donald and  
 Gabriella Klein
Mainland, Don

McCalvy, Wendy L.
Milwaukee Chapter AAZK
Ruud Family Foundation
SC Johnson
Scheer, Kathryn
Schumann, Eric and Jane
Teska, Eileen and Bob
U.S. Bank Matching Gift  
 Program
University of Wisconsin -  
 Parkside
Weinzatl, Joe and Donna

Patron / Business    $500 +
Buhler, Tom and Marcia
Butter Buds
Erlandsson, Kjell and  
 Elizabeth Cameron 
Jensen, Jim and Susan
Klema Feeds
Land Trust Alliance
Maple Hill Enterprises
Olsen, David and Janet
Roundabout Restaurant
SEWISC
Small, James C. and  
 Michelle

Supporter   $250+
Accredo Farm
Andis Company
Baranowski, Jill
Bolm, James
Borzynski Farms
Bryerlane Pet Resort
Creating Beautiful Smiles  
 Dentistry
Culvers
Greenfield, Susan
Harsh, Sue
Huffman, Roy and Judy
Hugier, Barb
Johnson, Imogene
Kamakian, Charles and  
 Carol
Kind Dentistry
Kiriaki, Joe and Terri
Lancelle, Valerie
Lugtigheld, Lisa
Maller Peterson, LLC
McIlvaine, James and  
 Gwendolyn
Parker Power Equipment
Peterka, Randy
Radwanski, Elaine and Karl  
 H. David

Scheidt, Karl and Regina
Seifert, Jessica
Stacey, Howard
Vergeer, Johannes and  
 Deidre
Walk Trot N Kanter Farms
Wentorf, Geralyn

Family   $100  +
Abbvie Employment  
 Engagement Fund
Ayra’s - Akil Ajmeri
Baron, Barbara
Berning, Steven and Betsy
Brentwood Animal Hospital
Caffery, Tim and Lisa
Chesen, William and  
 Dianalynn
Dale’s Upstair’s Gallery
Derosia, Dan and Anastasia
Diblasi, Alice
Gelmi, Paul and Connie
Goodman, Peter and  
 Shannon
Guthrie, Deborah
High Quality Contracting
Hitters Baseball LLC
Holden, Dan and Lisa
Hutsick, Martha
Jamieson, Christopher
Jensen, Matt
Johnson, Howard and  
 Sandra
Johnson, S. Curtis
Keland, Katherine
Kuchenreuther, Gary
Martinez, Michael and  
 Maureen
Meier, John and Annemarie
Midwest Equine Services
Muza, Lynn
Myers, Royce and Barbara
Neubauer, Jeffrey and Lisa
Nielsen Madsen & Barber  
 Surveying
Noonan, Cathy
North Shore Animal  
 Hospital
Nyiri, Dolores
Oak Creek Plumbing
Palmer, Richard and Debbie
Payment, David and Donna
Pendell, Sandra
Rehbein, Judy

Roberson, Eric and Deb
Rohner, Sheron
Rouse, Kathryn and Don  
 Riegelman
Rusiecki, Charles
Rygiewicz, Joan
Sauer, Jean
Schleicher, Amy
Schoone, Adrian
Shawl, James and Mary
Short, Howard and  
 Mary Lou
Smalkoski, Tiffany
Southport Engineered  
 Systems
Thoreson, Mark and Mae
Trademark Graphics
Vacek, Calvin and Luann
Vacek, Cliff and Alma
Veh, Peter and Christine
Warner, Jay and Melissa
Wollenberg, Scott and Julie

Individual   $50   +
Andis, Rita
Bradshaw, Sharon
Bristol Veterinary Service
Brossman, Shane and  
 Gabriella
Caledonia Feed
Cassidente, Ron and  
 Carolyn
Elholm, Christine
Fare, Richard
Flashinski, Stan and Linda
Gall Plumbing
Griffin, Dan and Judy
Hecht, David
Hooten, James
Hutsick, Paul
Hyde, Betty
Jill Neubauer Architects,  
 Inc.
Kaplan, Clarence and Karen
Klokowski, David
Larson, Tracy
Martin, Fran
Martin, Judith
McClelland, David and Kay
Meadows Family Restaurant
Miller, Dale and Barbara
Miller, Robert and Joan
Murphy, Mark and Grace
Nelson, Robert and Arline
Patterson, John and Colleen

Ptacek, Gerald and  
 Lisa Scott
Sinnett, Thomas and 
Barbara
Slocum, James
Soderberg, Susan K.
Steffenson, Darwin
Stillmark, Marilyn
Stock, James and Vera
The Depot, Inc.
Tomter, Margaret
Vass, Jozef and Barbara
Weatherston, Thomas
Weisensel, Darin and  
 Jennifer
Willis, Nancy
Wishau, Lee and Marla
Wolff, Michael and Diana
Zierten, Dale and Susan

Friends of CC
Ashton, Kim and Joan
Brickler, Marla
Caspers,  Natalie
Gobis, David and Mary
Goelz, Michael and Susan
Hammel, William and  
 Suzanne
Hardy, Dennis and Jane
Hennessy, Nancy
Hloushek, Vitus and Anita
Joers, Staci
Kasprovich, James and  
 Brenda
Kneesel, Katherine
Kondrat, Janet
Martens, Shirley
Mauer, Susan
Menke, Robert and Norma
Molina, Mario
Otis,  Barbara
Pintar, John and Paula
Plate, Jack and Leslie
Rieter, DJ and JF
Russell, James and Donna
Samplaski, Lee and Darlene
Schmidt, Nancy
Sethi, Arun and Jody
Sklba, William
St. Rita Congregation
Van Ryen, Elizabeth
Wilson, James A.
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We Appreciate Those Who Provided Gifts, Memorials, In Memory and Other Support

2016 Caledonia Conservancy Awards and Recognition Caledonia Conservancy History in Brief

In-Kind Gifts  2016
Balch, Prescott
Baranowski, Jill
Star, Barb and Lynn 
Benkowski, Jay
DeWalt, Sandy
Dylak, Barb
Griffiths, Penny
Hugier, Barb
Martin, Fran
Martinez, Maureen
McCalvy, Wendy
Palmer, Deb
Spino , Greg
Vergeer, Deidre
Weinzatl, Joe
Zierten, Suzi and Dale

Memorials
In Memory of  Helen Kneich
by  Sandy and Bill DeWalt

In Memory of Paul Hutsick
by Sandy and Bill DeWalt
by Barbara Hugier
by Roy Bohn
by Martha Hutsick
by Geralyn Wentorf
by Jill Baranowski

In Memory of  Toni Ehrlich
by Barbara Hugier
by Don Mainland
by Chuck and Carol Kamakian
by Adrian Schoone
by Alice Diblasi

In Memory of Sophie Woitach
by Geralyn Wentorf

In Memory of Carl Weber
by Geralyn Wentorf

In-Honor of
Bronna Wollman and Sandy Berkowitz  
 Wedding
by Christine Elhom
by Suzi and Dale Zierten
by James and Donna Russell

Deidre and Johannes Vergeer/Accredo  
 Farms
by Nancy Schmidt

Land Legacy Project
Buhler, Virgina
Helmut Wolfgang Schumann  
 Foundation
Pam Johnson
Kathryn Scheer
Wendy McCalvy
Gabriella and Donald Klein Fund
Eileen and Bob Teska

The Ehrlich Award – 
 Outstanding Supporter
Kathryn Scheer

Outstanding Supporters
Deidre Vergeer

Outstanding Business 
 Partners
Deb Palmer
Tiffany Smalkoski

Volunteer Recognition
Dwayne Lindstroth
Marty Hunt
Sue Jensen Comeau
Leslie Rutkowski
Kurt (Curly) Wentorf
Daria Schumann
Charles Kind
Mike Wolfe
Larry McCalvy
Roy Bohn

•  1993: Seven neighbors founded the CC to preserve riding trails in a 
four-square mile area.

•  1996: Caledonia Conservancy incorporated as a 501c3 land trust.
•  The founders then purchased the four-acre Trout Ponds on 4 Mile 

Road and another contiguous 38 acres.
•  The CC acquired one piece of land per year for the next few years.
•  Every year, started holding a neighborhood thank-you picnic and 

horseback riding events.
•  Became involved in neighborhood planning to create conservation 

subdivisions.
•  Formed committees: Stewardship (land upkeep), Finance, 

Governance (guidance for decision-making), School to Nature 
(grade school children study nature on CC land), Outreach (PR, 
event planning, fundraising). Preservation (acquiring land).

•  Developed a strategic plan.
•  Became a nationally recognized accredited land trust.
•  Pursued and received grants to purchase land and fund programs.
•  Worked with Boy Scouts on some major projects.
•  Employ an Executive Director, and continue to recruit 

knowledgeable local people onto the board.
•  We don’t just save the land, we use it!

Become a 2017 Caledonia Conservancy Member!
The Caledonia Conservancy consists of neighbors and friends 
interested in preserving and using green spaces in Caledonia. We 
create trails and educational programs for kids. We are an accredited 
land trust and a member of the Land Trust Alliance.
We invite you to Join us by becoming a member and, if you can, a 
volunteer.

Every effort was made to ensure the accuracy of these lists. If an error has been made, please contact us 
via email at suzi.caledoniaconservancy@gmail.com

Help Protect the Places You Love 
Your Commitment Means the LAND to us!

Donate Today!
Membership Levels:
$50    Individual  $100  Family
$250  Supporter   $500  Patron
$500  Business Sponsor  $1000 +  Sustaining Partner

Show your support!

Use the Donor envelope or pay online:  
www.caledoniaconservancy.org

Members receive: Membership Card, Conservancy map,
Newsletters, Trail Tags and Event Invitations.
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Caledonia Conservancy LTD
PO Box 044714
Racine, WI 53404-7015
www.caledoniaconservancy.org

Ehrlich Family Foundation
Equine Land Conservation  
 Resource
Gathering Waters
Land Trust Alliance
 

Village of Caledonia
Wisconsin Dept. of Natural  
 Resources
SEWISC
…and Kathy Scheer for her  
 generosity

A Special Thanks to our Partner Organizations

Caledonia Conservancy LTD
PO Box 044714
Racine, WI 53404-7015
www.caledoniaconservancy.org
suzi.caledoniaconservancy@gmail.com

Addresses for CC Public Access Lands

McCalvy Tabor Woods & Cameron-Erlandsson Woods –  
5131 Tabor Rd. Racine, WI 53402
Gordon Tabor Woods – 5118 Pine Tree Circle Racine, WI 53402
King’s Corner (Ehrlich) – 4813 5 Mile Rd. Racine, WI 53402
Trout Ponds/Prairie – 4819 4 Mile Rd. Racine, WI 53402
Neighborhood Central Walk – 1934 4 1/2 Mile Rd. Racine, WI 53402
Short Road Trail Head – 6111 Short Rd. Racine, WI 53402

Penny Griffiths
President

Jill Baranowski
Vice President

Jennifer Kanter
Treasurer

Deidre Vergeer
Secretary

Suzi Zierten
Executive Director
Prescott Balch
Kjell Erlandsson
Matt Johnsud

 
Chuck Kamakian
Fran Martin
Maureen Martinez  
Karl Scheidt

Board of Directors

Vision
Building community by connecting 
people to Caledonia’s trails and 
greenspace.

Mission
The Caledonia Conservancy is 
committed to preserving land for 
the future. We connect people 
to nature education improving 
the quality of life through public 
access to equestrian and 
recreational trails.  We strive to 
build a sustainable community 
through stewardship, education 
and outreach partnerships 
with neighborhoods, schools, 
businesses, and government.

Thank-you Volunteers  
& Supporters!


